
“The Biggest Purpose”
Ruth 4

God's bigger purpose requires urgency and commitment on your part (1-12)
Boaz made the promise to Ruth that he would redeem her if the other redeemer would not. With his 

promise made, Boaz did not waste time; rather, he pursued the issue of Ruth’s redemption with urgency. What 
is important to remember, however, was that the timing could not have been worse. It was not a good time for 
Boaz to take a day off from work. The barley had been harvested and prepared on the threshing floor, and it 
was time to make sure that Boaz’s barley got to market and that the barley received a fair price at market. 
There was a lot for Boaz to do that day, and there were a lot of people who were probably expecting and 
needing his presence and time at work. However, Boaz knew that the decision related to Ruth did not need to 
wait. In fact, Boaz’s actions revealed that he believed that everything else could wait. Boaz was willing to take 
the risk to pursue his promise with urgency, and he was also willing to make the commitment to keep his 
promise! While the other redeemer was agreeable to redeeming the property, he was no longer willing to take 
the risk of redemption when doing so would put his existing inheritance at risk. On the other hand, Boaz was 
willing to take the risk in order to keep his commitment to Ruth and ultimately to the Lord.
1. Discuss all of the priorities that Boaz likely had that day related to the barley harvest. How does the reality 

of Boaz’s work priorities affect the way that you see the urgency of his decision related to Ruth? Have you 
ever struggled with competing priorities between work and what you felt the Lord was calling you to do? If 
so, how did you handle prioritizing things? Share your experience with the group.

2. If the other redeemer stood to put his inheritance at risk by marrying Ruth, what about Boaz? What did he 
stand to risk in marrying Ruth? Have you ever stood to risk something that you have if you followed what 
you believed God was calling you to do? If so, did you take the risk? Share your experience with the group.

3. When it came down to the moment of commitment, Boaz didn’t hesitate, but he kept his promise to redeem 
Ruth. Have you or someone you know ever made a commitment that you did not keep? If so, why? Does 
this ever happen with our commitments to the Lord? Share experiences and pray for hearts of urgency and 
commitment when it comes to fulfilling what God calls us to do. 

God's bigger purpose reveals God’s work in your life in order to bring praise to God (13-16)
Boaz and Ruth almost drop out of the story at this point in the book of Ruth. The focus seemed to shift 

to Naomi, but the real focus was on the Lord. The Lord was the One who allowed Ruth to conceive a child. The 
Lord was the One who was recognized by Naomi’s friends for blessing Naomi and filling her life once again. In 
fact, everything that happened in the life of Ruth and Naomi revealed the work of God in their lives in a way 
that pointed others to see God's work in their lives. Ruth and Namoi trusted God in their lives and faithfully 
followed God’s purpose for their lives. God used their faithfulness to reveal His faithfulness in the lives of those 
who find refuge in Him. God used the lives of Ruth and Naomi to lead others to recognize all that He had done 
and to praise Him for His grace and blessings in the lives of Ruth and Naomi. Today, God works in the lives of 
those who trust in Him. God still accomplishes his purposes in the lives of those who follow Him in faith. Today, 
God still works in the lives of His children in order to use the lives of His children to lead others to know Him 
and to give Him praise!
1. The women around Naomi recognized God’s work in her life, acknowledging and celebrating God’s work in 

her life along with her. Take time in your group to do the same today. What ways do you recognize the 
work of God in the lives of other members in your small group? Share and celebrate!



2. Read Ruth 4:15. God was called a “restorer” and a “nourisher.” Take time in your group to discuss what 
these two terms mean. What is a restorer and a nourisher? What does that look like in Naomi’s life? In 
what ways do we still see the work of God in restoring and nourishing the lives of those who trust in Jesus?

3. Can you think of people outside of your group who need to hear you recognize God’s work in their lives? 
Take time to briefly share about how God is working in the lives of these people, and then commit to send 
them a card, call them, or tell them in person that you recognize and are celebrating God’s work in their 
lives.

God's biggest purpose is to use you to bring Jesus to the world (17-22; Matt. 1:1-16)
Ruth came to Bethlehem as a foreigner who was empty, poor, and a former worshipper of idols. 

However, because of her decision to make the Lord her God, Ruth now had become the mother of the 
grandfather of the king of Israel. In fact, Ruth had become a grandmother in the lineage of the greatest King of 
kings: King Jesus! God did not need someone powerful, perfect, or prestigious to accomplish His purpose of 
bringing Jesus to the world. God just needed someone who was filled with faith and who was faithful in 
following His purpose in their lives. Ruth was willing to pursue His purpose for her life, and ultimately, God’s 
purpose in Ruth’s life was to use her life to accomplish His biggest purpose of bringing Jesus to the world! 
Today, God still just needs people who are filled with faith and who are faithful in following His purpose in their 
lives. God’s purpose hasn’t changed. Until Jesus comes again, God’s biggest purpose is to bring Jesus to the 
world. Are you faithfully following God’s biggest purpose in your life?
1. What is significant about the way that chapter four ends? Why does the book of Ruth end with a 

genealogy? Why does the Gospel of Matthew begin with a genealogy?
2. Why did God select Ruth for the purpose of bringing King David and eventually King Jesus into the world? 

How does God’s selection of Ruth give you hope and encouragement today?
3. What impressed you most about the faith and life of Ruth? Why? What impressed you most about the way 

that God worked in the life of Ruth through this story about her marriage to Boaz?
4. How is God calling you to be a part of bringing Jesus to the world? Are you faithfully following His purpose 

in your life? Why or why not?
5. Close in prayer, praying for each person in your group to recognize the biggest purpose that God has in 

their lives and to faithfully follow that purpose!


